Appendix 10 - Memorandum

Date: January 14, 2010

Subject: December Update on Task M 

To: NREL / FEMP

From: LMI Team

Introduction 

This memorandum summarizes the work completed under Task L of the project. The purpose of this task is to monitor legislative, technical, and market developments to assess their potential impact on GHG strategies and protocols.

Highlights
We completed the following analysis during December 2009:

· Final Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse Gases Rule - requires reporting of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from large emitters of heat-trapping emissions in the United States.  It is intended to collect accurate and timely emissions data to inform future policy decisions.
· The data collected will allow businesses to track their own emissions, compare them to similar facilities, and provide assistance in identifying cost effective ways to reduce emissions in the future. 
· Endangerment and Cause or Contribute Findings for Greenhouse Gases under the Clean Air Act (EPA Finding) – EPA found that GHGs threaten the public health and welfare of Americans. EPA also found that GHG emissions from on-road vehicles contribute to that threat.
· EPA’s final findings respond to the 2007 U.S. Supreme Court decision that GHGs fit within the Clean Air Act definition of air pollutants. The findings do not in and of themselves impose any emission reduction requirements but allow EPA to finalize the GHG standards proposed earlier this year for new light-duty vehicles as part of the joint rulemaking with the Department of Transportation.
