Appendix 1 - Memorandum

Date: April 30, 2010

Subject: Update on Task L, April Results

To: Nisha Thirumurthy, NREL
Background

Each month, we monitor the legislative, technical, and market developments to assess their potential impact on GHG strategies and protocols. We evaluate issues impacting the timely development and completion of tasks, and advise NREL on issues and barriers that need resolution. We provide recommendations for improving existing GHG management procedures, tools, legislation, or authorities, as appropriate.

As we complete this work, we focus on strategies related to GHG reporting affecting LMI, NREL, or FEMP/DOE completion of tasks under EO 13514. We focus on procedures, legislation, and regulatory authorities. We will focus on recommendations for improving existing management procedures as they help reporting under EO 13514.
April Results
US Climate Change Bill

Democrats Press Obama on Climate Change Bill

“Senate Democrats, business groups and environmentalists are pressuring President Barack Obama to break the climate change logjam — saying only his personal intervention can save splintering efforts to pass a bill this year.

Obama's senior staff has been in contact with Senate Democrats to figure out a way to woo Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) back into the process after he bolted over Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid's determination to push for an immigration overhaul before the November midterms…

At the moment, that isn't happening. Neither Obama nor Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel, Graham's best friend at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., have contacted the South Carolina Republican since he withdrew support on Saturday, according to people familiar with the situation.”

Graham: I'll Filibuster My Own Climate Bill Unless Reid Drops Immigration Altogether

“When Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid decided that he would bump climate-and-energy legislation behind immigration reform as his next priority, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-SC) was apoplectic. Graham, along with Sens. John Kerry (D-MA), and Joe Lieberman (I-CT), had spent months drafting a climate/energy bill, and was prepared to introduce it Monday, when, enraged by Reid's plan, he backed out.

Earlier today, Reid appeared to reverse course, saying climate/energy would be the next logical issue to address, followed only afterward by immigration reform. So everything's groovy, right?

Far from it. Tonight, Graham told me that he will filibuster his own climate change bill, unless Reid drops all plans to turn to immigration this Congress.”

Breaking News: Reid Pivots, Picks Climate Over Immigration

 “Capitol Hill is a soap opera these days, complete with broken promises, hurt feelings, and strategic alliances. This weekend had serious drama after Sen. Lindsey Graham said he would withdraw his support for his own bill if Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid decided to push immigration reform over climate and energy legislation. Well, hot off the presses, Reid has announced that he favors climate legislation.

Reid told reporters today that both issues are important, but climate is ready to go. The bill could be announced any time now.

"The energy bill is ready, we will move that more quickly than a bill we don't have. I don't have an immigration bill."

But Reid doesn't seem to think that Graham will again throw his support behind the bill: "I don't know why Senator Graham has decided that he wants out of what he's doing."”

Still Pushing Forward On Climate/Energy Bill

Article by Senator John Kerry. “…Because this is about something bigger - it's about our country - and our leadership, America's leadership. So don't get too caught up in the inside-the-Beltway parlor game of declaring reform efforts "dead." We're still pushing, we're still talking, we're still fighting, it's very much alive - and I won't quit until they're high-fiving on Main Street America not Beijing, Tehran, or Caracas.”
Sen. Graham walks away from climate and energy bill

“Sen. Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.) abandoned his effort to push a climate and energy bill Saturday, saying he would continue only if Democratic leaders promise to relinquish plans to bring up immigration legislation first.”
“In a letter to leaders of the effort to enact climate and energy legislation, Graham wrote, ‘I want to bring to your attention what appears to be a decision by the Obama Administration and Senate Democratic leadership to move immigration instead of energy. Unless their plan substantially changes this weekend, I will be unable to move forward on energy independence legislation at this time. I will not allow our hard work to be rolled out in a manner that has no chance of success.’ He added, ‘Moving forward on immigration -- in this hurried, panicked manner -- is nothing more than a cynical political ploy.’”

Senators Announce "Half-Assed" Energy Reform Bill

“It's been in the works for some time now, but the much-discussed "energy only" climate bill has been unveiled by senators Dick Lugar (R-IN) and George Voinovich (R-OH). Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), who has been working on more substantive legislation, calls this kind of approach "half-assed", as it would only provide subsidies to incentivize nuclear and energy development. It would do little do address emissions and global climate change, however -- here's what it would do.

From the Wonk Room: “Sen. Dick Lugar (R-IN) and Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH), both of whom have admitted the threat of global warming, today announced "a narrower competing bill" that resembles the weak legislation passed out of the Senate energy committee last year ... an energy-only bill that would mandate new renewable and nuclear power production without imposing cuts on carbon emissions.”
A New Foundation for Energy and the Environment

In President Barack Obama’s Earthday address, he said, "As we continue to tackle our environmental challenges, it’s clear that change won’t come from Washington alone. It will come from Americans across the country who take steps in their own homes and their own communities to make that change happen."

Senator Kerry hints at changes in U.S. climate bill

 “Senator John Kerry, leading the drive for compromise climate change legislation, on Tuesday said his proposal will not contain any sort of motor fuels tax and could scrap an oil sector "fee" that has been discussed… The bill authored by Kerry, Graham and Lieberman aims to reduce U.S. smokestack emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases that scientists blame for global warming.”
U.S. unveils climate report in runup to Senate bill

“The United States released a new draft report on climate change on Monday, one week before the expected unveiling of a compromise U.S. Senate bill that aims to curb heat-trapping greenhouse emissions. 
The report, a draft of the Fifth U.S. Climate Action Report that will be sent to the United Nations, says bluntly: "Global warming is unequivocal and primarily human-induced ... Global temperature has increased over the past 50 years. This observed increase is due primarily to human-induced emissions of heat-trapping gases."
John Kerry sees an energy 'moment'

“With the Senate about to begin a long-awaited debate over energy policy, sponsors of the energy bill are borrowing some key tactics from the effort to pass health care reform, which could boost chances for a major bill addressing the issue of climate change but also invite some familiar criticisms… 

‘I’m convinced that this is the moment,’ Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) said in an interview with POLITICO… Because the final package is still being negotiated, Kerry demurred when asked for specific provisions that might be included. But he did offer a few clues: 

• The measure will put a price on carbon emissions but not through a cap-and-trade system, which would impose specific limits on harmful emissions and allow businesses to sell or trade carbon credits to meet them. 

• It aims to cut U.S. dependency on foreign oil by 50 percent over the course of the legislation, a time span that Kerry declined to reveal. 

• It will include a host of refunds to taxpayers to prevent spikes on energy costs for consumers. 

• And it will include “huge assistance” for coal and other industries that the authors hope will help frame the measure as a jobs bill that could boost and sustain an economic recovery.”

Obama's Curious Climate Strategy

Opinion article. “The White House and Senate advocates are finally making a big push to get a climate bill moving. But has the Obama administration already blown its chances of passing legislation this year” 
New Date Set For Senate Climate Bill

 “Looks like a Senate climate bill will not be unveiled the week of Earth Day after all. The new goal for Senate Foreign Relations Chairman John Kerry, D-Mass., and Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Joe Lieberman, I/D-Conn., to publicly release a potential deal is April 26, sources said. 

Earlier this week, Graham explained why the bill would not be released on Earth Day, April 22. "One, we're not ready," he said. Second, he said, the message "had been driven by global warming policy" but is now domestic energy policy, job creation and cleaner air. "We don't want to mix messages here. I'm all for protecting the Earth but this is about energy independence," he said.”
New York Times Declares Cap and Trade Dead. So How Come It's Not?

Opinion article. “I consider the New York Times to be the paper of record in the United States, as many people do. But its coverage of climate issues in particular has been frustrating lately. For evidence, look no further than this recent piece: Tracing the Demise of Cap and Trade, which purports to explain how what was just a year ago the Democrat's "energy policy of choice", is now dead. But the story leaves out one little detail: it's not.”
National News

Senior military leaders announce support for climate bill

“The Pentagon affirmed earlier this year that “Climate change, energy security, and economic stability are inextricably linked.”

Today an unprecedented 33 retired US military generals and admirals announced that they support comprehensive climate and energy legislation in a letter to Senators Reid and McConnell as well as a full page ad (click to enlarge).  The news release points out:

It was the largest such announcement of support ever, reflecting the consensus of the national security community that climate change and oil dependence pose a threat American security.”
EPA Releases New Climate Change Indicators Report
,

“The Environmental Protection Agency has just launched a new Climate Change Indicators in the United States report (and slideshow) that really breaks down the science and effects of global warming…” 
Green:Net 2010 - Top Start-Ups Show What's Next for Clean Tech

“Last week, the Green:Net conference showed off their top picks for start-up companies to watch. The ten companies were selected by Earth2Tech as having "the 'right stuff' to succeed in the marketplace." The companies, all vying for investor attention and a position in the clean tech sector, act as an arrow pointing to where the attention is directed in upcoming technology, and that's primarily energy efficiency. Check out the companies that we should all be keeping an eye on.”
Breaking: US Approves First Offshore Wind Farm

“After nine agonizing years of intense debate and political battles, the first offshore wind farm to be built in the United States has finally been approved. Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar traveled to Cape Cod, Massachusetts to announce that, despite some fierce opposition (from the likes of the Kennedys and Mitt Romney, no less), the 450 megawatt, 130 turbine, $900 million Cape Wind project is becoming a reality.”
Connecticut Mulls Rollback on Clean Energy

“Connecticut could become the first state to roll back its renewable portfolio standard, which is the amount of electricity that, by state mandate, must come from renewable sources.

Legislation that has passed through committee in the current legislative session, which ends May 5, would cut by nearly half the state’s relatively ambitious goal of obtaining 20 percent of its electricity from renewable sources by 2020.”

Lowering Income Taxes While Raising Pollution Taxes Reaps Great Returns

“As economic decision-makers--whether consumers, corporate planners, government policymakers, or investment bankers--we all depend on the market for guidance. In order for markets to work and economic actors to make sound decisions, the markets must give us good information, including the full cost of the products we buy.”
Developments in Science 
Soils May Release Less Carbon Than Thought As World Warms

“Microbes are the engines that drive carbon cycling in soils. In a balanced environment, plants store carbon in the soil and microbes use that carbon to grow. Enzymes produced by microbes convert soil carbon into atmospheric carbon dioxide.

When we developed a model based on the actual biology of soil microbes, we found that soil carbon many not be lost to the atmosphere as the climate warms. Conventional ecosystem models that didn't include enzymes did not make the same prediction.”
Study Gives Green Light to Plants’ Role in Global Warming

Plants remain an effective way of tackling global warming despite emitting small amounts of an important greenhouse gas, a study has shown. 

Research led by the University of Edinburgh suggests that plant leaves account for less than one per cent of the Earth's emissions of methane -which is considered to be about 25 times more effective than carbon dioxide at global warming. The results contrast with a previous scientific study which had suggested that plants were responsible for producing large amounts of the greenhouse gas.

New Report Finds Carbon Capture & Sequestration "Profoundly Non-Feasible"

“Now comes a new study in the Journal of Petroleum Science and Engineering, Sequestering carbon dioxide in a closed underground volume, by Christene Ehlig-Economides, professor of energy engineering at Texas A&M, and Michael Economides, professor of chemical engineering at University of Houston.  Here are its blunt findings: ‘Published reports on the potential for sequestration fail to address the necessity of storing CO2 in a closed system. Our calculations suggest that the volume of liquid or supercritical CO2 to be disposed cannot exceed more than about 1% of pore space. This will require from 5 to 20 times more underground reservoir volume than has been envisioned by many, and it renders geologic sequestration of CO2 a profoundly non-feasible option for the management of CO2 emissions.’

Geologist Connects Regular Changes of Earth's Orbital Cycle to Changes in Climate

“In an analysis of the past 1.2 million years, UC Santa Barbara geologist Lorraine Lisiecki discovered a pattern that connects the regular changes of Earth's orbital cycle to changes in Earth's climate. The finding is reported in the scientific journal Nature Geoscience…  By analyzing [ocean sediment cores], scientists are able to chart Earth's climate for millions of years in the past. It is known that Earth's orbit around the sun changes shape every 100,000 years. The orbit becomes either more round or more elliptical at these intervals. The shape of the orbit is known as its "eccentricity." A related aspect is the 41,000-year cycle in the tilt of Earth's axis… Glaciation of Earth also occurs every 100,000 years. Lisiecki found that the timing of changes in climate and eccentricity coincided... She concludes that the pattern of climate change over the past million years likely involves complicated interactions between different parts of the climate system, as well as three different orbital systems.”
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Study Under Way by Texas Researchers

“Texas AgriLife Research scientists in Amarillo are embarking on a new study amid recent concerns over greenhouse gas emissions from crop fertilization, tillage and feed yard operations.”
International News
Bolivia, Ecuador denied climate funds

“You can decide to boycott the Copenhagen Accord -- but that comes at a price. For Bolivia, that's $3 million; for Ecuador, it's $2.5 million.

Both nations were in line for funding under the Obama administration's Global Climate Change initiative. The State Department's congressional budget justification for fiscal year 2010 included a request for $3 million for Bolivia and $2.5 million, according to administration officials, but Congress pared down the $373 million for U.S. AID climate change assistance programs to $305.7 million.

After reassessing the budget, State has decided to deny both Bolivia and Ecuador climate assistance. Since all these funding decisions are subject to congressional concurrence, the process is not complete, but it clearly reflects administration policy.”

Copenhagen Accord climate pledges too weak: U.N.

“More than 110 countries have signed up to the Copenhagen Accord on fighting global warming, but the United Nations said on Wednesday their pledges for cutting greenhouse gas emissions were insufficient… The first formal U.N. list of backers of the deal, compiled since the text was agreed at an acrimonious 194-nation summit in December, showed support from all top emitters led by China, the United States, the European Union, Russia, India and Japan… The accord, which falls short of a binding treaty sought by many nations, sets a goal of limiting global warming to below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial times. But it leaves each nation to set its own targets for 2020. Yvo de Boer, outgoing head of the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat which compiled the list, said pledges for cutting greenhouse gas emissions so far fell short of that goal… ‘It is clear that while the pledges on the table are an important step toward the objective of limiting growth of emissions, they will not in themselves suffice to limit warming to below 2 degrees Celsius,’ he said in a statement.”

Developing World Will Produce Double the E-Waste of Developed Countries by 2016, Study Predicts

“Developing countries will be producing at least twice as much electronic waste (e-waste) as developed countries within the next 6-8 years, according to a new study published in ACS' semi-monthly journal Environmental Science & Technology. It foresees in 2030 developing countries discarding 400 million -- 700 million obsolete personal computers per year compared to 200 million -- 300 million in developed countries.”
One Billion Euros to Unleash the Power of Information

A diverse group of leading scientists has unveiled an extraordinary proposal to “stimulate an urgent scientific effort of unprecedented scope focused on building a more powerful and accurate science of human systems and their interaction with the global environment…” The initiative would establish a "FuturICT knowledge accelerator" (where ICT stands for information and communication technologies) and was submitted for the European Commission's Flagship Programme. It has been positively received. 
Developing nations want 2011 climate pact deadline

“A group of developing countries, among the world's fastest-growing carbon emitters, said on Sunday a legally binding global agreement to limit climate change needed to be completed by 2011 at the latest. 

Environment ministers of the so-called BASIC bloc -- Brazil, South Africa, India and China -- met in Cape Town to look at how to fast-track such a deal to curb global warming.

"Ministers felt that a legally binding outcome should be concluded at Cancun, Mexico in 2010, or at the latest in South Africa by 2011," the ministers said in a joint statement, referring to U.N. climate talks.”
Fossil-Fuel Subsidies Hurting Global Environment, Security, Study Finds

“A comprehensive assessment of global fossil-fuel subsidies has found that governments are spending $500 billion annually on policies that undermine energy security and worsen the environment. 
The study, titled "The Politics of Fossil-Fuel Subsidies" by David Victor, a professor of political science with UC San Diego's School of International Relations and Pacific Studies (IR/PS), was one of five released April 22 by the Global Subsidies Initiative (GSI) of the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD).

GSI's goal is to reform, reduce and ultimately eliminate fossil-fuel subsidies, which are highest in Iran, Russia, China, Saudi Arabia, India and Venezuela. The reform effort received a boost September 2009 when President Obama and other world leaders met in Pittsburgh, Pa., for the Group of 20 Summit. They agreed in a non-binding resolution to phase out fossil-fuel subsidies, but the measure didn't attempt to resolve difficult political issues such as how governments would actually achieve a phaseout. Victor's study addresses the political challenges.”
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