EPA’s January 8, 2008, Proposed Rules 

On General Conformity Under the Clean Air Act


Under the Clean Air Act, general conformity rules require federal agencies to show that their activities in areas not meeting federal air quality standards for major pollutants will meet all state-imposed pollution control requirements and to show that their activities will not interfere with the timely attainment of the standards. The Agency's proposed rules, published January 8, 2008, intend, EPA says, to "streamline procedures for federal agencies to show they are in conformity with state implementation plans for complying with federal air quality standards" (73 Fed. Reg. 1402). The proposal follows a rule issued by EPA in 2006 that exempted federal agency actions that result in emissions of 100 tons per year or less of fine particulate matter from general conformity requirements under the Clean Air Act (71 Fed. Reg. 40,420). After discussing this matter with AED in OCE, it appears OECA does not have enforcement issues, generally, with the CAA conformity regulations. 

These rules are part of the SIP process dealt with in the Regions, AED explained, and questions with respect to these proposed rules should be referred to the Air Program.

