Welcome to New Members of the Sustainable Acquisition Working Group
Welcome DOE personnel to the U.S. Department of Energy's Sustainable Acquisition Working Group!  We have added you to the DOE Sustainable Acquisition contact list.  
We hold bi-monthly teleconferences the 4th Thursday of every odd-numbered month beginning at 11 am Eastern.    You will receive a notice of the agenda and call in number a few weeks before the teleconference.
In addition, we have a website at http://www.fedcenter.gov/sustainableacquisition where we post the minutes of our teleconferences as well as an index to those minutes so you can readily find the information of interest to you as well as guidelines for sustainable acquisition.  
PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS
We presently have requirements to purchase certain products with specific attributes, many of which contribute toward high performance building requirements and reducing greenhouse gas emissions:
· Alternative fuels/vehicles (http://www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/) (Energy Policy Act)
· Biobased content (https://biopreferred.gov/BioPreferred/) (Farm Security and Rural Investment Act, Section 9002)
· ENERGY STAR/FEMP qualified (https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=fed_agencies.fed_ag_efficient) (Energy Policy Act) 
· EPEAT registered electronic equipment (http://www.epeat.net) (Federal Acquisition Regulation 23.7)
· Recycled content (https://www.epa.gov/smm/comprehensive-procurement-guideline-cpg-program#products) (Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, Section 6002) 
· SNAP alternatives to ozone depleting materials (Clean Air Act Title VI) (http://www.epa.gov/ozone/snap/lists/index.html)
· Water efficient and where the standard meets at least the minimum commercial code WaterSense labeled (https://www.epa.gov/watersense/commercial-buildings) (Energy Policy Act)
See the Green Procurement Compilation (http://www.sftool.gov/GreenProcurement) for an easy to use list of the designated products, organized by activity.

See the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recommendations of specifications, standards, and ecolabels for Federal purchasing—both EPA standards as well as private sector standards (https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing#Recommendations).
The expectations are that DOE sites will imbed in their Environmental Management System, training, and purchasing systems (sub-contracts, purchasing agreements, purchasing-card transactions, etc.) the requirements of the above acts of Congress.  See guidelines on the DOE website for how to incorporate the requirements in your site’s systems (http://www.fedcenter.gov/sustainableacquisition).

Contract language may be found at

· Federal Acquisition Regulation, Part 23 for requirements (https://www.acquisition.gov/far/current/html/Subpart%2023_1.html#wp1072043)
· Federal Acquisition Regulation, Part 52.223 for clauses (https://www.acquisition.gov/far/current/html/52_223_226.html)
· Department of Energy Acquisition Regulation 970.5223-7 for management contractors (https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=fdf4677cd765fb8949897c25cc7f2c0a&mc=true&node=pt48.5.970&rgn=div5#se48.5.970_15223_67)
· Department of Energy Acquisition regulation 952-.223-78 for other on-site contractors (https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=fdf4677cd765fb8949897c25cc7f2c0a&mc=true&node=pt48.5.952&rgn=div5#se48.5.952_1223)
A general description of DOE's expectations of procurement staff is in the Acquisition Guide 23 with the most recent version issued September 2010 (http://energy.gov/management/downloads/chapter-23-environment-energy-and-water-efficiency-renewable-energy).  A compiled list of the products organized by category is available at http://www.fedcenter.gov/members/workgroups/sustainableacquisition/producttool/.
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
We have three required annual reports for sustainable acquisition:  1) compliance in incorporating the sustainable acquisition requirements into contracts, 2) purchases of electronic products that are registered to EPEAT (presently computers, monitors, imaging equipment, mobile phones, servers, and televisions/large screens), and 3) purchases of the designated biobased products.
For FY 2020 and thereafter, DOE M&O contractors are required to report the above data via the method described in the annual DOE Site Sustainability Plan Guidance.  For up-to-date Sustainable Acquisition reporting information, check out the DOE Sustainable Acquisition reporting webpage (https://www.fedcenter.gov/members/workgroups/sustainableacquisition/reporting/). 
TRAINING

Sustainable Acquisition training is available and offers continuing education units (CEUs).  To register and take the course for credit:

· First, register for an account if you do not already have one with Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP) or Whole Building Design Guide (WBDG):
https://www.wbdg.org/user/register
· If you are already registered for a FEMP/WBDG account, log in at:
https://www.wbdg.org/user/login?destination=node/1881
· Once you are set up and logged in, go to:
https://www.wbdg.org/education/femp44.php
When you have completed the training, you will be prompted to take the final quiz and download a certificate of completion.  You will need to score 80% or higher to pass the final quiz. Upon passing the quiz, the CEU certificate will be available for future access from the “My Account” page on WBDG
OPTIONAL RECOGNITION AND INFORMATION SHARING
To nominate your site for a GreenBuy Award for meeting sustainable acquisition goals beyond the requirements, go to https://www.fedcenter.gov/greenbuyawards
To learn about the GreenBuy Award Program, see the Priority Products list (http://www.fedcenter.gov/members/workgroups/sustainableacquisition/priorityproducts/).

To query other DOE sites concerning sustainable products, you can use the DOE Sustainable Acquisition ListServ by sending an e-mail to sustainable-acquisition@fedcenter.gov with your query.
Please call any time you have questions concerning sustainable acquisition requirements, finding products that meet the requirements, establishing sustainable acquisition programs, training staff, overcoming purchasing obstacles, etc.
Your Sustainable Acquisition Team
· Sustainable Acquisition – Shab Fardanesh (Office of Sustainable Environmental Stewardship) - Tel. 202-586-7011, shabnam.fardanesh@hq.doe.gov 
· Contracts – Larry Butler (Office of Acquisition and Project Management) – Tel. 202‑287‑1945, lawrence.butler@hq.doe.gov
· Sustainability Performance – Steve Bruno (Office of Sustainability Performance) – Tel. 202-287-1766, steve.bruno@ee.doe.gov
· Electronic Equipment – Cate Berard (Office of Sustainable Environmental Stewardship) – Tel. 202‑586‑2334, cate.berard@hq.doe.gov
· Green House Gas Emissions/Non-Ozone Depleting Substances – Ashley Ruocco (Office of Sustainable Environmental Stewardship) – Tel. 301-903-7010, ashley.ruocco@hq.doe.gov 
· Water Efficiency – Sarah Jensen (Office of Sustainable Environmental Stewardship) – Tel. 202-586-2295, sarah.jensen@hq.doe.gov
· Sustainable Acquisition Technical Support – Sandra Cannon (EcoPurchasing Consultants) – Tel. 509-529-1535, cannon@ecopurchasing.com
· Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP) – Jeff Murrell  (Office of the Federal Energy Management Program) – Tel. 202-586-3874; jefferey.murrell@ee.doe.gov[image: image1.png]



