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Hierarchy of Management 
Options

Direct Reuse/ 

Recycling on Site

Materials separated 

on the job site, then

sent offsite for reuse/ recycling

Mixed loads sent off-site to a 

Materials Recovery Facility (MRF)

Send to a landfill
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Things to Remember

• Get your project team (including architect and general contractor) on 
the same page. 
– Talk about goals and possibilities

– Encourage innovation. Provide incentives for additional diversion, such 
as bid line items for successively greater goals.

• Require construction waste management plans 
– Describes how and where C&D materials will be managed

– Requires the contractor to report back on how it was managed

• Track results
– Get a baseline from existing projects

– Determine what is easy and what areas need 
work 

– Tracking programs commercially available

• Report results
– Share your lessons learned with others

– Get recognized for your successes
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Example Construction Waste Management Plan

• Example here

Find complete examples at www.wbdg.org;

www.ciwmb.ca.gov/condemo/specs
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WasteWise

• Include in your waste tracking for to 
achieve the WasteWise Partner of the 
Year Award

• Two gold achievement awards!
– Use of industrial materials in buildings 

– Use of industrial materials in roads

• Participate in the WasteWise Building 
Challenge to get there

www.epa.gov/wastewise
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Things to Remember

• Dispose of hazardous materials properly

• Waste reduction 
– Becoming more common in the commercial construction market

– Incorporate early in the project planning process.

• Consider all project delivery methods available (design-build, 
Construction Management, others).  They may achieve project goals 
better than a conventional design-bid-build approach.

• Separating demolition work from a new construction contract may be 
advantageous.

• A great deal of information is “out there” – Take advantage!
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Watch out for…

• Facilities that only grind the materials to 
make alternative daily cover (ADC) for 
landfills
– Not true “recycling”

– Ground drywall can cause H2S problems at 
landfills

• Various groups are in the process of 
creating a third-party certification process 
for recyclers
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EPA’s Efforts to Increase 
Recovery 

• Working with stakeholders to increase markets 
for recycled materials (such as drywall). 

• Working with stakeholders to develop tools for:
– State recycling information

– Environmental and economic assessments

• Working with green building and green product 
standards to reward those who utilize recycled 
content and those who design materials for 
reuse and recycling.
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Resources

• EPA’s website – www.epa.gov/cdmaterials

• Whole Building Design Guide

• Construction Materials Recycling 
Association

• Building Materials Reuse Association
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EPA’s: Publications

Available on our website: www.epa.gov/cdmaterials
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EPA’s WaRM Model

• EPA’s WaRM calculates GHG reductions 

from through recycling

• Currently adding more C&D materials

www.epa.gov/warm
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