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Land planning, design and development is essential 
to foster resilience, mitigate climate change, 

protect human health, and drive prosperity for all. 



We must move beyond the building 
to be truly sustainable, resilient and healthy 















Areas of Focus



















www.sustainablesites.org

http://www.sustainablesites.org/


SITES added to Rhode Island Green 
Buildings Act 
(December 2017)

U.S. General Services 
Administration Adopts SITES 
for its Capital Construction 
Program (April 2016)

Advancing Policy to 
Incorporate SITES



https://www.sustainability.gov/pdfs/sustainable_landscaping_practices.pdf

https://www.sustainability.gov/pdfs/sustainable_landscaping_practices.pdf


James 
Gagliardi

Supervisory Horticulturist 
Smithsonian Gardens



25 Million Annual Visitors 



Anacostia Community Museum

National Air & Space Museum Revitalization

National Museum of African American History and 
Culture

Hirschhorn Sculpture Garden Redesign



Aesthetically Beautiful Displays



Engage People with Plants



Biophilic Design
connectivity to the natural environment



Create Sustainable Wildlife Habitat



ENGAGE.
INFORM.
INSPIRE.

As a vital and vibrant part of the 
Smithsonian experience, we 
engage people with plants and 
gardens, inform on the roles 
both play in our cultural and 
natural worlds, and inspire
appreciation and stewardship.





Supporting the 
Health of Honey 
Bees and Other 

Pollinators

October 2014

















Cornus florida 
‘Jean's Appalachian Snow’
Flowering Dogwood







Lindera benzoin
Spice Bush



Viburnum prunifolium
Blackhaw Viburnum





































Echinacea purpurea ‘Ruby Giant’
Purple Coneflower





U.S. General Services Administration

GSA Sustainable Solutions for Federal Landscapes

presented by
Maureen Alonso 
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EARTH DAY PARK 
9TH AND INDEPENDENCE SW 
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INTERIOR MAIN GREEN ROOF 
1800 E STREET NW 
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ST ELIZABETHS MUNRO BUILDING 
LANDSCAPE
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GSA’S PERFORMANCE-VERIFICATION LEADERSHIP
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