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The National Institutes of Health Mission
To seek fundamental knowledge about the nature and behavior of 
living systems and the application of that knowledge to enhance 
health, lengthen life, and reduce illness and disability.
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• 27 Institutes/Centers/Offices • 22,000 staff • Approximately 3000 labs
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Environmental Management Programs 

• Water Conservation
• Energy Conservation
• Green Procurement 
• Waste Management: 

– Chemical Waste
– General Waste
– Medical 

Pathological 
Waste

– Radioactive Waste
• Recycling
• Outreach and 

Communication
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Why did we start a Green Labs Program?
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Current Situation
Each lab has the flexibility to choose the area of 
focus to support environmental stewardship

Goal
Reduce environmental footprint by increasing 
participation in the NIH environmental initiatives 

Approach
Develop a self-assessment tool for laboratories 

to assess their participation

Green Labs Program
Initiative: Sustainability Management Team
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How did we develop the Green Labs Certification?
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NIH Perspective

• Topics being covered are 
generic  

• Format and style is simple 
and affirmative

• NO requirement for a third-
party certification or data 
sharing 

http://www.nih.gov/icd/od/ocpl/resources/HHS_Sone.htm
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Identify the Key Components

• Educational
• User-friendly
• Central repository of information with 

links to policies/regulations and 
contact information

• Self-explanatory about the NIH 
environmental programs and best 
management practices

• One page document
• Complete the assessment quickly
• Submit the assessment electronically 
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Special acknowledgement: Beta Testers (Lab representatives from 
various Institutes and Centers) who helped in developing the program.

Source: Getty Images

http://www.nih.gov/icd/od/ocpl/resources/HHS_Sone.htm
http://www.nih.gov/icd/od/ocpl/resources/HHS_Sone.htm


Online: NIH Green Labs Program
(created on SharePoint) 
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• Application instructions
• Certification criteria
• Link to self-assessment 

document

Fact Sheet
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Online: NIH Green Lab Program

9

Self-Assessment Form
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Advertise and Communicate
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• Newsletters 
• NEMS website www.nems.nih.gov
• Announcements and reminders to 

partner groups
• Events 

Green Labs Fair
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Example of an Institute Event
14th Annual NIDDK Scientific Conference

NIH Green Labs Program

We are calling all friends of the environment to come-and-learn how to green your labs! The 
Sustainable Laboratory Practices Working Group (SLPWG) works toward the goal in identifying 
and encouraging sustainability in the NIH laboratories. The NIH Green Labs Program is a 
collaboration between the SLPWG and the NIH Environmental Program Leads to encourage 
greening activities in the laboratories. The Program provides a comprehensive list of the various 
NIH environmental programs including but not limited to energy and water conservation; waste 
management of chemical waste, radiological waste, and medical pathological waste; recycling, 
green chemistry, toxic reduction, and many more within the Green Labs self-assessment form. 
Any NIH staff representing a lab could fill out the self-assessment form. Labs meeting the Green 
Labs Program criteria would be recognized and rewarded for practicing sustainability. We, the 
SLPWG, are continuously looking for innovative ideas, suggestions, and collaborative efforts for 
improving and inculcating sustainable laboratory practices. As a team, we strive to encourage 
participation, address challenges, and listen to your ideas and recommendations for “greening” 
our labs. 
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Abstract 
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NIDDK Laboratory Green Lab Initiatives Poster
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Recognize and Reward 
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• Nine (9) Institutes and Centers 
participated in the Green Labs 
Program.

• Seventeen (17) Principal 
Investigators representing 46 labs 
received the Green Lab Certificate. 

• One (1) lab received a perfect 
score.

• A select number of Green Labs 
winners were sponsored to attend 
International Institutes for 
Sustainable Laboratories 
conference.

http://www.nih.gov/icd/od/ocpl/resources/HHS_Sone.htm
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Accomplishments
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Staff Scientist: Mary Ellen Urick
Reinstated the NIH Styrofoam Takeback Program

Building 50                  
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Benefits

15

• Reduce environmental footprint. 

• Assess program areas that need additional awareness.

• Learn about new ideas to improve the Green Labs Program.

• Create friendly competition among Institutes and Centers.

• Acknowledge and encourage labs to participate in 
sustainable practices. 
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Future Plans

• Develop the Green Labs 
Program to increase sharing of 
Best Management Practices, 
generate new ideas and 
progressively challenge labs to 
commit to more sustainable 
practices.

• Collaborate with outside 
entities like International 
Institutes for Sustainable 
Laboratories, My Green Lab, 
and various workgroups to 
share and showcase state-of-
the-art sustainable practices. 
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Summary

• New NIH Green Labs Program.

• Online self-assessment form with links on policies, regulations, 
POC to learn and participate in environmental programs. 

• Assess participation in environmental programs, and address 
limitations to improve the programs throughout the year.

• Recognize and acknowledge labs and Institutes and Centers 
Offices for promoting environmental stewardship.
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Thank you!
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Questions?

Bani Bhattacharya
Green Labs Program Manager

Bani.Bhattacharya@nih.gov
Phone: (301) 451 6481
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