
Meadow – The Smart, Sustainable 
Alternative to Turf Grass

Janine Pollack& Darlene Squibb 
NASA/GSFC



January 2016



Form a Plan –
find some friends!



Education



Sod Removal

Laying Down Plastic 
for Solarization

Establish the Border

Site Preparation



Remove the Plastic



• Darlene’s slides
• Make sure to stress PARTNERSHIP with UMDES

Collect Seed



Evolution of project

• Darlene’s slides
• Make sure to stress PARTNERSHIP with UMDESShake Rake

& Roll

Sow the Seed



Maintenance…



Plants



Visitors



• Legislative Drivers

• Habitat Loss

Drivers – Convincing management to take a new direction

• Cost

• Stormwater Benefits



Legislative Drivers – Directives, 
Presidential Memoranda, etc.



Habitat Loss – Is LAWN beautiful? To wildlife?
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# of Pollinators in Meadow vs. Turf  Grass

Meadow Turf Grass

Habitat Loss – is meadow better habitat than turf grass?



Cost – Meadow is cheaper to maintain long term
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Cost - Timing Maintenance
Natural meadow that is now 

managed to best benefit wildlife.



Stormwater Benefits –
Improve quantity & quality



Barriers

• Funding
• Perceptions
• Invasives
• Experienced 

contractors



Janine Pollack, janine.pollack@nasa.gov
Darlene Squibb, darlene.e.squibb@nasa.gov

https://code200-external.gsfc.nasa.gov/250/environmental/b33-meadow-demonstration-project
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