
Energy Efficient Procurement: 
Why It Matters, What to Do, & Lessons From 
the Field 
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Why is it important to buy energy- 
efficient products?
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● Federal Acquisition Regulation 
Part 23.2

● Exec Order 13221: Energy-Efficient 
Standby Power Devices

● Energy Security and Independence 
Act of 2007

Energy Policy Act of 1992 

EO 13990:Protecting Public Health and 
the Environment and Restoring Science 

To Tackle the Climate Crisis

1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s

 
EO 14008: Tackling the 
Climate Crisis at Home 

and Abroad
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Energy Cost Savings
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Purchasing Challenges

1. Unclear Contracting Language

2. Lack of Feedback

3. Competing Organizational Priorities



Challenge 1: Unclear contracting 
language for vendors

Tip #1: Emphasize energy-efficiency in 
multiple sections of the solicitation



Unclear language lead to missed savings

Commonly solicited products
Missed lifetime 
energy cost savings 

Missed lifetime GHG 
Savings (ton CO2 eq)

One residential split air-conditioner $ 541 4

One residential boiler $ 780 9

One ice machine, air-cooled $ 1,633 21
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Specify energy efficiency requirements and communicate 
these requirements using five key sections of the 
solicitation:

● Section C. Statement of Work/Description
● Section C. Technical Specifications
● Section I. Contract Clauses
● Section L. Instructions to Offerors 
● Section M. Evaluation Factors 
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Challenge 2: Lack of procurement 
feedback

Tip #2: Dive into your procurement data



More than 60% of survey respondents reported that 
they do not receive any type of feedback that enables 

them to evaluate compliance with energy-efficiency 
requirements for purchasing.
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Challenge 3: Competing priorities 

Tip #3: Understand your agency’s 
organizational context



Change requires intention
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How can FEMP help your agency meet 
energy goals?



Technical Resources
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Contracting for Efficiency Webinar Series
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Contact us:

Allison Ackerman
Program Manager

Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
DOE Federal Energy Management Program

Allison.Ackerman@ee.doe.gov

Christopher T. Payne, Ph.D.
Research Scientist & Department Head
Building Technology & Urban Systems

Energy Technologies Area 
CTPayne@lbl.gov

mailto:CTPayne@lbl.gov

